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ceremony in which the 


to a total of 4 million rubles in the 
wind fam 1900 we 1990. 


cooperative relations that exist between the two nations. 


NIGER 


Receiving Station Dedicated at Agrhymet 
55000004 Niamey LE SAHEL in French 1 Nov 88 p 8 


and the United States, the French Ministry of Coopers- 
tion, and international and subregional institutions, dip- 
lomats accredited to our country; and a number of other 
invited guests. 


In the address he delivered on this occasion, the director 
general at Agrhymet said that this HRPT [High Resolu- 
tion Picture Transmission] receiving station serves as a 
symbol of the active solidarity of the French people and 
authorities with the peoples in the Sahel who have 
suffered from the drought. 


It represents an essential complement to the methods of 
analysis currently used, and will provide new 
prospects in the search for solutions to the achievement 
of the goals set forth in the Agrhymet program. 


Because of its geographic position (Niamey), the director 


will be the only one capable of receiving NOAA/AVHRR 
images in the Sahel zone. It will also make it possible to 
use images in real time, thus providing an undeniable 
advantage to those familiar with the processing delays 
involved in requesting and transmitting sc iellite data. 


In conclusion, the secretary general thanked all the 
een tan te ae tee 

of Cooperation, USAID, Italy, the Netherlands, the 
UNDP and the FED [European Development Fund], in 
particular, for the tireless efforts expended to help the 
countries in the subregion. 
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The representative of the French Ministry of Coopera- 
tion then took the floor to say that ali the experts in 
satelite observat.on of the earth agree that the American 
NOAA saicllites are the best adapted to the surveillance 
of vegcistion ir real time and on a large scale. 


This sist:on, the French representative went on to say, 
will de capable cf thorough studies of the overall vege- 
tation cover, exhaustive assessment of the developrient 





SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 


of a farm season, and above all, detection of all weather 
accidents and insect plagues which might in the short run 
or at the end of the productive cycle threaten farm 
production, as soon as these incidents occur. 


The desire of France, its representative said in conclu- 
sion, is to organize the transfer of the responsibility for 
this satellite eqr' ment to personnel from the member 
countries of the 1CDCS. 
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Joint Research With Japan Set Up 
55200012 Toronto THE TORONTO STAR in English 
17 Nov p C40 


{Article: “Canada-Japan Embarking on Huge Research 
Program”) 


[Text] Two years after the prime ministers of Canada 
and Japan signed a science and technology co-operation 
agreement, the two countries are embarking on an ambi- 
tious joint research program. 


The program will involve as many as 500 researchers 
from both countries working on more than 90 individual 
projects. And Canadian officials in Japan familiar with 
the program say hundreds more projects could begin 
soon. 


“We have reached # very interesting conjuncture in 
science and technology co-operation with Japan, where 
several factors are bringing programs discussed in an 
informal way for more than 20 years to real fruition,” 
said a senior Canadian official in Tokyo. 


Visible successes 


Visible Canadian science and technology successes, such 
as the Canadarm aboard U.S. space shuttles, and regular 
visits to Japan by Canadian astronauts have helped 
convince the Japanese 1 iat Canada can contribuie to 
joint projects in space development, biotechnology, 
communications technology and materials science. 


“I think the Japanese have recognized that while they 
have leadership in technological development, they are 
weak in basic science and see that without a basic science 
base they cannot remain competitive,” the official said. 
“So they are looking abroad to the United States, West- 
ern Europe and Canada for joint development.” 


For Canada, tapping the industrial and technological 
expertise and the financial might of Japan helps launch 
Canadian projects that might be unable to find adequate 
funding or expertise at home. 


“We have both discovered that “big science’ cannot be 
simply a national project, it requires international co- 
operation, and that has led to this point where more and 
more projects are being started,” the official said. 


At a recent Tokyo meeting of 12 Canadian senior 
research managers and directors and more than 100 of 
their Japanese counterparts, a “space panel” was set up 
to manage co-operation between the two coun- 


tries. Dozens of other areas for potential research also 


‘CANADA 3 


In February, a multi-million-dollar Canadian ion mass 
spectrometer, used to determine aspects of atmospheric 
conditions, will be placed in orbit on a Japanese satellite. 
ment, 2 Canadian science and technology expert said. 


Other areas of continuing co-operation include a project 
for speech synthesis by computer and an oceanographic 
observziion project, which will use satellites to examine 
changes in the global climate in the Pacific region. 


The two countries are also looking at more down-to- 
earth projects such as road paving in cold areas, arctic 
marine transportation and artificial cell development. 


But a senior panel of Canadian and Japanese experts also 
is examining areas in which both countries have exper- 
tise to expand the projects even further. It will report its 
findings at a special meeting in Canada early next year. 


Space technology 


Meanwhile, a space technology mission by 22 Japanese 
companies led by Nissan Aerospace has just returned 
from Canada. During the 10-day visit several projects 
were identified in Vancouver, Toronto, Ottawa and 
Montreal that should turn, into direct company-to- 
company development ventures. And a Canadian bio- 

mission to Japan is heading in the same 
positive direction, Canadian officials said. 


“The Japanese have simply been overwhelmed by the 
opportunities for co-operative research, but until we had 
the impetus of the 1986 bilateral treaty, it was extremely 
difficult to get them to realize how much we can work 
together,” the official said. 


Circtronics Opens New Printed Circuit Board 
55200009 Ottawa THE OTTAWA CITIZEN in English 
4 Oct 88 p B3 


[Article by Doug Keliy) 


[Text] Circtronics, a division of Gandalf Technologies 
Inc., opened a $5-million printed circuit board plant in 
Nepean Monday to meet its parent company's growing 
needs and boost sales to other firms. 


The Concourse Gate plant “represents a substantial 
investment in the future of Canadian high-technology 
business,” said Gandalf president James Bailey. 


The 1,672-square-meter plunt increases Circtronics’s 
capacity by four fold, compared to its old location on 
Nepean's Bentley Avenue. 
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Previously, Circtronics supplied abou: 7° per cent of Gan- 
dalf's circuit board requiremeats. Witl: tee lerger plant, 
which is adjacent to Gandalf's kcadqueriers on Colonnade 
Road, that figure will rise to alsost 109 per cent. 


Sales to Quebec and Ontario companies, including local 
firms such as Mitel Corp., Northern Telecom, -nd New- 
bridge, are also expected to increase. 


At full capacity, the new plan: w:li make enough boards 
daily to cover a 140-sq.-m. arta, or two racquetball 
courts. 


Printed circuit boards are #t the heart of a variety of 


The new plant is alss chic t produce double-sided 
multilayer boards, whic <an do much more than simi- 
lar-sized conventional surds. 45 a result, equipment 
without increasing their s1:¢. 


The plant will employ 50 peovts, ulthoug! that figure is 
expected to rise to 70 as Civctron’c, expands. 


Bailey said the new plant wii! aflow \ ‘ancalf to make its 
own boards made faster and cherpe: ¢}.an having them 
done by an outside firm. It also g:ves Ur company more 
flexibility to change the board's ¢-sigs ‘7 need be. 


According to Bailey, the facility s a audel for printed 
circuit board manufacturing. It b» : « cs6 100,000 clean 
room, which means that its air bu. 9) more than 100,000 
particles of matter per cubic meter By contrast, the air in 
the average office contains 2~o mill.cn particles per 
cubic meter. 


The super-<lean environment ense ts that the boards 
can be made without dust or partic.<s, vhich affects their 
performance. 


The equipment, which includes ci ling and plating 
devices, are the most advanced i> (“oh America. 


The plant's waste water treaimeai p°S0ess is based on 
technology developed by the "Jmive.sity «1 Toronto. The 
process a combination of ios exch«:.4* xd electrowin- 
ning to completely remove copper f urs ‘he waste water. 
The copper can then be reused. 


The building is the third of five f. </itses planned by 
pat it eaten Oy nar rear eer te 
Si. sodan-an Ratan tabaedth t0., endah aie. 

a 5,374-4q.-m. factory finished in 19F:, and 

m. RAD center finished last yee*. 


Canda.f bought |4-year-old Circ*ronics cn 1982. 


CANADA 


es Say Se Sen See 
Communications to China 

55200010 Windsor THE SATURDAY WINDSOR 
STAR in English 1 Oct 88 p AlS 


[Text] Montreal (CP)}—The Canadian Internaticnal 
Development Agency will provide $4.48 million to 


Aerospace 
equipment worth $2.1 million and the rest of the money 


Siicday oak Cllscs sets cal teen eee tae 
ee ae Landry 
Telesat will advise China's Ministry of Posts and Tele- 
communications on how to improve its domestic satel- 
lite communications system to better reach isolated parts 
of the country. 


Canadian experts will travel to China and Chinese 
engineers will take practical training in Canada. 


ee 
CRTC 


McCabe, Federal Statements 
55200007 Torortc THE G E AND MAIL in 
English 4 Oct 88 p BS 
[Article by John Partridge] 


[Text] Lost revenue aad increased spending could cost 
private TV stations in Southern Ontario $70-million a 
year by 1994, the Canadian Association of Broadcasters 


Mr McCabe . breakdown of the disappearing dollars: 


—An erosion of advertising could leave the stations with 
almost $1 3-million a year less in air-time revenue than 
they have collectively forecast. 











issue to 
death, CRTC chairman Andre Bureau didn’t dwell ai 
great length on those specific expectations in his opening 
remarks to the standing-room-only crowd of supplicants 
and observers at the Valhalla Inn. 
but he noted that audiences for Canadian stations, as 
opposed to U.S. stations, have been growing. In South- 
ern Ontario, Mr Bureau said that between | 
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Canadianization” of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
program schedule and the scheduling of Canadian drama 





has fa)’. - +o 16.1 per cent in 1987 from 18.3 per cent a 
year cs .—he concluded that the market's financial 
health is “fairly sound.” 


He was referring to a presentation made at the hearing 
late Monday in which the Canadian Association of 


increases could add up to as much as $70-million for the 
stations. 


CAB president Michael McCabe told the commission 
that these no-show dollars could leave stations in the 
area with marginal after-tax profits as a group, and in 
some individual cases, with losses. 
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Still, during the interview, Mr Burcau went out of his 
way to be conciliatory toward the CAB, which represents 
most private TV and radio broadcasters im Canada. 


“Maybe (his thane they didn't have enough time to 
study,” ir Buicae raid of the presentation, which, a 
CAB offiv :al said Miauday, wasn’t compicted until late 
Sunday evening. “! wouldn't question their good faith.” 





CANADA 


T Deal for TAT-9 
—_— Signs Fiber-Optic 


55200006 Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in 
Englich 22 Sep 88 p Bil 


[Article by Bertrand Marotie} 


[Text} After 2 % days of number crunching and esoteric 
7ascussion, a 32-member consortium has emerged with a 
$420-million (U.S.) deal to build a new transatlantic 
ich a a bi 


The fibre-optic cable—known as TAT-9—will for the 
first time link Canada with four countries at once. 


carner Teleglobe Canada, said in an interview. 


Teleglobe, owned -y Memotec Data Inc. of Montreal, a 
data communications equipment maker, is assuming 
abcut 8.5 per cent of the cost, while giant utility Britisa 
Telecommunications PLC of Britain (through subsidiary 
British Telecom Internationa!) is in for about 20 per cent 
and American Telephone and Telegraph Co. of New 
York has about 28 per cent, Teleglobe spokesman Robert 
Frank said. 


des Telecommunications de France with about 6 per 
cent and Compenia Teiefonica Nacional de Espana with 
about 4 per cent. 


The new link, slated for service by 1991, will hold 1£,120 
individual voice circuits. Through the use of multiplex- 
ers, that number can be increased fivefold. 


Teleglobe will need abou 1,400 of those circuits. 


“We're confident we will be able to demonstrate (the 
new link’s) cost efficiency and be able to reduce the price 
of overseas calls,” Mr Delorme said. 


Inc tuded in the $420-muilhon total cost 1s the $50-milhon 
contract awarded lasi ycar to MPB Technologies Inc. of 
Montreal to develop advam— undersea switching unns 
that will rowie calls between the five countnes. 


TAT-9 is the second transatlentic fibre-optic cable. 
TAT-8, expected to be in service dy the end of the yoar, 
will provide about 7,500 vwice circuits, mostly to the 
Unnted States. 


Teleglobe needs its share of the TAT-9 line to continue 
meeting demand into the next century, Mr Delorm: said. 


ein fate oY ft Ea ak 

a bead a 
Hua] i i He Hae : a 
i i AG att Hil i 
a 
if beau sit TE : ih Ht i 


a552 9522 §2 #F§ 35 35. z 
oon An Hi ul : 
rd ib Hoa Nl 
pf, TO ts 1 in nil +3 
gS ae eal tiie Pl, 

= : ¢ ; 3 fe : = : ; 
i i site i i _ 
: : KS © Ate tif fi ib | if Ly if if 
! F} f : is33 : ale ui Hi ri A a 











JPRS-TTP-89-001 
3 January 1989 


Zhao, Li, Other Leaders at Nuclear Conference 
HK 1412110088 Beijing XINHUA Hong Kong 
Service in Chinese 1130 GMT 13 Dec 88 


[Report by Liu Huinian (049! 0932 1628): “Party and 


State Leaders Meet Experts Attending Conference on 
Development of Nuclear Technology”"—XINHUA 
headline] 


Zhao Ziyang said: China has quite a good wim of 
scientists and technicians and an even better one in 
advanced sc -ntfic and technologocal research. This 1s a 


Fil 
iF 
Ht 
Hite 


the development of advanced science and technology, 
make further efforts to strive for even greater success. 


OW2012092388 Beijing XINHUA in English 
0235 GMT 20 Dec 88 


The State Department, however, said that although 
reaching agreement in the last of the three arcas was 
Clearly a major step, “we are not yet in a position to issuc 
the export licenses for the three US -made communica- 
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small data stations of subscribers. After the editor com- 
pletes a news item on the transmission terminal, it is 
transmitted to the leased satellite main transmitting 
Statior. where the item is again transmitted to the satel- 
lite. Then, subscribers with special sate!lite antennas and 
reception equipment promptly receive the news item. At 
40 Chinese characters per second, the speed of satellite 
transmission is about 20 times faster than that of facsim- 
ile transmission. 


XINHUA has selected the U.S. Equatorial Satellite 
Corps’ C-144A earth station for its subscribers. It is a 
one-way receive-only small data station, with a 1.8 by 1.2 
meter rectangular parabolic antenna. The control unit 
has four output interfaces which can be connected to 
terminals for various types of service, that is, for Chinese 
mi text facsimile, graphic facsimile, and 
telex. LUOYANG RIBAO and other subscribers have 
recently installed a terminal consisting of an antenna, a 
control unit, and a high-speed Chinese and English 
computer printer. When conditions are ripe, such instal- 
lations can be “expanded.” 


XINHUA has set up the direct satellite transmission 
network especially for prefectural, city, and other press 
units. Applying such advanced technologies as forward 
correction code and phase amplitude shift keying multi- 
plexing, the satellite transmission network has a reia- 
tively strong disturbance resistance capability and a low 
error rate. 


In fact, XINHUA has strived to improve not only the 
conditions but also the contents of news transmission for 
local press units. As the satellite transmission network is 
capable of transmitting different kinds of news items, 
XINHUA intends to transmit all kinds of items suitable 
for evening newspapers and prefectural and city press 
units, thus enabling them tc ‘eject suitable items and 
publish newspapers with their own characteristics. 


At a demonstration given Sy XINHUA’s Technical 
Bureau in Beijing recently, dozens of experts showed 
keen interest while 4 number of units sent personnel to 
take part in technical training for the direct satellite 
transmission network. Some 20 units requested having 
ground stations installed this year. 4s director Sun 
Baochuan said, this “leap forward from the technology 
of the 1950's to that of the 1980's has greatly improved 
communication conditions and has been welcomed by 


all local newspapers.” 


In fact, with a satellite ground station, any subscriber, be 
it a press unit or enterprise, can promptly receive eco- 
nomic information gathered and transmitted by XIN- 
HUA through its gigantic network, and keep abreast with 
and take countermeasures in response to the latest 
changes in the international monetary, navigation, raw 
material, and other markets. In this way, a satellite 
ground station can yield huge economic benefit. 


CHINA 


By the end of this century, XINHUA will set up a direct 
satellite transmission network consisting of small data 
satellite earth stations all over China and the world, thus 
building XINHWUA's strength as a global news agency. 
When that time comes, all subscribers of the direct 
satellite transmission network wil! benefit even more. 


Update on Telecommunications Issues 


Optical Fiber Cable To Link Three Majr - Cities 
OW0712122288 Beijing XINHUA in English 
1030 GMT 7 Bec 88 


[Text] The construction of a 2,200-kilometer optical 
fiber cable system linking the three major cities of 
Nanjing, Wuhan and Chongqing along the Yangtze 
River is now well under way. 


The East-West communication cable system is the long- 
est in Asia and the most advanced in China, according to 
the “PEOPLE'S POST AND TELECOMMUNICA- 
TIONS JOURNAL.” 


The project is aimed at improving telecommunications 
between the southwestern and eastern parts of the coun- 
try, the paper said. 


The system, with equipment imported from the United 
States, Italy and Federal Germany, wili provide 11,520 
telephone lines between the cities. 


Two sections of the ween Wuhan and 
Huangshi in Hubei Province and between Nanchang and 
Jiujiang in Jiangxi Province—have been completed and 
put into trial operation. 


The Nanjing-Wuhan section of the system is expected to 
go into operation by the end of 1990, the paper said. 


Large Dats Crystal Developed 
OW08 12012388 Beijing XINHUA in English 
1518 GMT 7 Dec 88 


[Text] Chinese scientists have developed a large crystal 
used in optical information processing and put it on the 
world market. 


The barium titanate crystal, measuring 25 mm in diam- 
eter and 10 mm in height, was developed by researchers 
at the Physics institute of the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences. 


Experts said the cystal % . ole to restore distorted optical 
images and amplify weak optical signals, it can be used 
in image recognition, information processing and com- 
munications technology. 


It is reported that before the Chinese institute developed 
its crystal the only supplier of the crystal on the world 
market was the Sander Company of the United States, 
which perfected the technique only in the 1970s. 
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Within less than two years the Chinese researchers 
solved the key problems in developing the crystal and 
worked out production processes. 


Orders have come from Europe, the United States and 
Japan. 


Central Color TV Center Passes State Tests 
OW0712132488 Beijing XINHUA in English 
1244 GMT 7 Dec 88 


[Text] Beijing's Central Color Television Center, the 
largest single-station TV center in Asia, was checked and 
accepted by the state here today. 


The center, situated in the western part of Beijing, has 
two buildings with a combined floor space of 100,000 
square metres. Its main building is | | 3-meter high. The 
total investment in the project is 237 million yuan. 


Owned by the China Central Television Station, the 
certer is designed to transmit color TV programs 
through five channels with 240 broadcasting hours per 
week. 


The center, completed last June after five years of con- 
struction, started trial-transmission of color programs on 
New Year's Day 1986 and made live broadcasts of Spring 
Festival eve parties in 1987 and 1988. The Spring Festival 
is China's longest traditional festival. 


Satellite Survey Laser System 
HK1312110988 Beijing CE! Database in English 
13 Dec 88 


[Text] Beijing (CEI}—A new mode lock signal frequency 
laser system for satellite distance survey with high pre- 
cision has passed appraisal in Beijing. 


This new laser system produced by the No. |! Research 
Institute under the Ministry of Machine Building and 
Electronics Industry is composed of 22 precision optical 
parts, including active and passive double mode lock 
laser converter, single-pulse selector, three- 
level laser amplifier and signal frequency meters. It is 


completed by high-precision lock circuit, multi laser 
source and automatic controlled thermal transducer. 


Experts said that the technical indexes of the system 
have reached world advanced level but the price is only 
one-seventh of the same American products. 


The system can du distance survey of a satellite 9,000 
kilometers away from earth with error less than a milli- 
meter. So far, three sets of the system have been pro- 
duced. One of them, installed at the satellite station in 
Changchun in northeast China, has been in operation for 
23 months with stable performance. Its measurement 
precision ranges from five to eight millimeters. 


Rocket Launch Pad for Communications Satellites 


1204 GMT 8 Dec 88 


Sun said that rockets launched from the base are capable 
of undertaking space research experiments from a height 
of 120 kilometers to gain data about medium and upper 
atmosphere over the area. 


“Sounding rockets will be launched to probe the param- 


China has built several satellite launching bases in Jivu- 
quan, Xichang and Taiyuan, but they are all located ini 
is designed specifically to carry out research into space 
physical phenomena at low latitudes. 


Experts believe that as the base is one of the few in the 
eS ee ee oe 
cooperation and exchange of science and technology. 


“The base will be open to foreign scientists and they will 
be welcome to join us in our research,” Sun said. 


The launch pad is also open for hire by forein institu- 
tions, he said. 


The second phase of the project will be undertaken 
during the Eighth Five-Yar Plan (1991-1995), Sun said. 
After that, the base is expected to be able to send 
sounding rockets to a height of 306 kilometers and have 
a ground station for satellite retrieval. 
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Dialed T Service With India Slated 
OW 1912235188 Beijing XINHUA in English 
1635 GMT 19 Dec 88 


[Text] Now Delhi, December 19 (XINHUA)}—Interna- 
tional subscriber dialed (ISD) telephone service between 
India and China will be formally introduced from Decem- 
ber 21, according to a press release published here today. 


12 
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Revamped ATV Seen Likely To Get New License 
55400030 Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING 
POST in English 15 Nov 88 p 3 Business 


[Article by Martin Winn] 


[Text] Sir Run Run Shaw's HK-TVB is expected to be 
awarded a new | 2-year broadcasting licence on Decem- 
ber | after its shareholders yesterday voted for a restruc- 
turing of the company. 


Under the reorganisation, HK-TVB's broadcasting oper- 
ations are to be spun off into a separate listed company, 
Television Broadcasts (TVB), leaving HK-TVB with the 
group's publishing. retailing and other non-franchise 
interests. 


The move is to comply with the Government's new Tele- 
vision Ordinance, which comes into effect next week and 


companies 
sialon Piao Senadenstinn Acthesten fe 
sastand to eotliiodh T0Be ant Benes deat 


Shareholders in HK-TVB will be allotted one new TVB 
share for every existing share they now own. Trading in 
TVB shares will start on November 23. 


Aftertax profits of TVB, on a pro-forma basis, are 
forecast at not less than $410 million for the year to 
December 31, while the new HK-TVB's carnings are 
seen at $40 miti.on or above. 


TVB shareholders will get a final dividend for the 
current year of at least 44 cent, and HK-TVB sharehold- 
ers a minimum of six cents. 


Approval of the restructuring will also allow TB to 
introduce, in consultation with the ing Author- 
ity, @ mec.anism to determine the level of foreign 
sharehordings in the company. 


The new broad. asting rules limit total foreign ownership 
of a TV company to 49 per cent and individual foreign 
stakes to 10 per cent. 


This process is expected to be completed in May, and 
talks with the Government may then start on the possi- 
ble forced sale of foreign stakes. 


The most likely victim of such a review is Bond Corp 
International, which has about a 30 per cent stake in 
HK-TVB. 


Meanwhile, TVB plans to appoint BCIL chief Alan Bond 
as a director of the corapany after its new licence is 
granted. 


EAST ASIA 13 


TVB Share Blunder Causes Trouble for Brokers 


55400032 Hong Kong 
HONGKONGSTANDARDinEnglish 16 Nov 88 p ! 


[Article by Stephen Rogers) 


HK-TVB was recently restructured to comply with the 
new broadcasting regulations. 


be heading the 


However, some investors and brokers cither mistakenly 
believed that the new HK-TVB share was still the old 
HK-TVB share or confused it with the new TVB share. 


The share started trading around the old HK-TVB share 


prices ranging from $14 to $9.40. 
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Bend Corp To Sell Stakes in TVB, HK-TVB 
55400026 Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD in 
English 11 Nov 88 p I 


{Article by Stephen Rogers: “BCIL To Sell Stakes in 
TVB, HK-TVB”] 


[Text] Bond Corp International, HK-TVB and TVB were 
all suspended yesterday with BCIL involved in negotia- 
tions with a third party for the sale of its 30.4 per cent 
stake in the two companies. 


BCIL was due to make an announcement yesterday but 
this was postponed at the last minute. 


The managenient also was not available for comment, 
but a statement is expected this morning. 


At this stage, the betting is that the stake will be sold at 
$17 a share to a consortium consisting of Hysan Devel- 
opment, Elf Development and Malaysian businessman 
Robert Kouk. 


The Kouk group bought BCIL’s property portfolio ear- 
lier in the year for $1.37 billion. 


Interestingly, the sale should fit in with the new broad- 
casting regulations. EIE and Kouk—as foreign share- 
holders—will end up with the maximum 10 per cent 
each while Hysan presumably will take up the rest. 


A third share will cost Hysan about $720 million com- 
pared to the company’s market capitalisation of $5.9 
billion. This puts the transaction over the 10 per cent 
limit and suggests that the counter should also have been 
suspended. 


Someone seems to have made a mess of things yesterday 
as BCIL’s share was suspended before HK-TVB and 
TVB at 10 minutes past midday. This created hectic 
trading in the two shares which eventually were sus- 
pended at 2:30 pm. 


With the privatisation of BCIL already under attack 
from minorities, it appears the timing of the sale is 
against the better interests of BCIL. 


The company ideally would have liked to have got the 
privatisation out of the way before announcing any asset 
sales. But now that a sale is on, the chances of the 
privatisation proposals being accepted by minorities 
appear slim. 


The sale of HK-TVB and TVB will bring in about $2.2 
billion to BCIL's coffers. 


But it will also increase the company's NAV by almost 
30 cents to $3.34 per share, which would raise the 
discount to NAV of the offer price from 27 to 34 per 
cents. And this obviously would not go down well with 
minorities. 





EAST ASIA 


One solution may be to increase the offer price to, say, 
$2.40—which will give minorities most of the benefit of 
the sale while retaining some of the extra value within 
the company. It may be that Peter Lucas would stiffle 
any minority revolt by announcing the sale and a revised 
offer simultaneously. 


However, the sale must once again cast doubts on BCIL's 
assertion that it intends io remain in Hongkong after it is 
removed from the public domain. 


Only a few weeks ago, the company had been claiming 
that its stake in HK-TVB and TVB was a long-term 
investment. 


Delay in TVB Share Sale Gives Edge to Bond 


Corp 
55400025 Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD in 
English 12 Nov 88 p | Business 


[Article by Stephen Rogers: “Delay in TVB Share Sale 
Gives Bond Corp the Advantage™] 


[Text] A decision on Bond Corp International's excess 
10.5 million HK-TVB shares may not be taken for up to 
12 months, according to BCIL managing director Peter 
Lucas. 


“It is likely that the authorities will first determine the 
aggregate foreign ownership to see if it exceeds the 49 per 
cent limit under the new broadcasiing regulation,” Mr 
Lucas said. 


“If it is under, we shall certainly intensify our efforts to 
retain our existing stake, but ail this is likely to take 
several months,” he said. 


The 10.5 million shares were acquired after the cut-off 
date on foreign ownership in November 1987. 


Any delay on the TVB issue obviously puts BCIL in a 
stronger position in the event of a sale of this investment, 
as a 30.4 per cent share is more attractive than a 28 per 
cent holding to a buyer interested in controlling the two 
new companies. 


Mr Lucas has repeatedly denied that BCIL has bene 


approached by potential buyers or that it would sell its 
TVB stake. 


But the managing director devoted a surprising amount 
of time to the upcoming privatisation, which was not on 
the agenda at yesterday's extraordinary meeting. 


Producing a chart showing the movement of share and 
warrant prices this year, Mr Lucas said the offer price 
was 41 per cent greater than the highest share price this 
year. Any investor who had bought the share at the 
listing and followed his rights, exercised his warrants and 
accepted the cash offer would be receiving a return of 45 
per cent on his funds, he said. 











JIPRS-TTP-89-001 
3 January 1989 


Mr Lucas suggested that this return was better than what 
shareholders in some other public companies could hope 
to get in the same period. 


However, comparing the share with those of other public 
companies is not valid since by definition, the privatisa- 
tion means that shareholders will get no further return 
from the company. 


As well, comparing the rate of return on the privatisation 
of BCIL’s share to other existing listed shares does not 
take into account the income a shareholder would 
receive on the privatisation of these shares. 


Without a net asset value figure, it is hard to put the offer 
price in perspective. At June, it stood at $2.82 per share 
and—given a 20 per cent rise in the following five 
months—it must stand around $3.40 today. 


It will be interesting to see how minorities react when an 
updated NAV figure is published later this month. A 75 
per cent vote of minorities present at the EGM and 
proxies will be needed for the privatisation proposed to 
go through. 


Meanwhile, BCIL is negotiating with a brewery in China 
on the possibility of taking a controlling stake in the 
company for about US$40 million. 


ee ae apes ee See 


55400034a Hong Kong SOUi H CHINA MORNING 
POST in English 17 Nov 88 p 3 Business 


[Article by Martin Winn: “Exchange Issues HK-TVB 
Warning”) 


[Text] The Hongkong stock exchange yesterday took the 
unusual step of warning brokers who traded in HK-TVB 
shares on Tuesday that they should report any unsettled 
bargains by noon today. 


The move came amid fcars that many investors who 
bought the stock will renege on the deals. 


A circular sent to all exchange members reiterated that 
transactions involving 300,000 HK-TVB shares on Tues- 
day morning should be honoured, and that any failure to 
deliver or accept the shares should be notified to market 
supervisors. 


An exchange spokesman said it was too early to decide 
what action might be taken to force settlement of any 


bargains. 


“We will have to look into the reasons for any unsettled 
deals before making a decision on that,” she said. 


BCIL Sells 30 Percent Holding in HK-TVB, TVB 
55400038 Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD in 
English 26 Nov 88 p | Business 


[Article by Stephen Rogers) 


[Text] Bond Corp International confirmed yesterday 
that it has sold its 30.4 per cent holding in HK-TVB and 
TVB to the Kuok family for $2.014 billion. 


However, BCIL minorities will be disappointed to learn 
that the company has no intention of increasing the 


The HK-TVB stake was sold at $1.50 per share while the 
TVB holding went at $14.30 compared with the suspen- 
sion prices of $1.34 and $14.30, respectively. 


However, BCIL managing directcr Peter Lucas said the 
premium paid on 








However, the company has not yet decided if it will agree 
to the shareholder's request to send the circular to other 


| 


In terms of an investment, the sale gives the company a 
gross return of about | 3 per cent. Ironically, the proceeds 
privatisation. 


Kuok Stakes Claim To Buy TVB on Hong Kong 


55400039 Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING 
POST in English 28 Nov 88 p 1 


[Article by Tim Metcalfe] 





EAST ASIA 


The Broadcasting Authority is awaiting confirmation 
that his $2.0: billion purchase does not breach rules 
territory's television licenses. 


Secretary for Administrative Services and Information 
Peter Tsao has declined to comment on the acceptability 
of TVB's prospective new shareholders. 


New legislation introduced last week limits foreign own- 
ership of any Hongkong television station to 49 per cent. 
Individual overseas investors are restricted tc 10 per 
cont each. 


The Broadcasting Authority is anxious to establish how 
many of the TVB shares will be held by Hongkong 
resident companies and how many by overseas interests. 


Mr Kuok, 65, and reputedly one cf Asia's 20 wealthiest 
men, said that since he and his family had lived here fur 
about 10 years they regard Hongkouwg as their permanent 
home. 


Trading in shares of the Kuok group's locally-listed arm, 
Keck Seng Investment (HK) has been suspended pend- 
ing approval of the buy-out. So has trading in Bond 
Corporation International, the Hongkong arm of Mr 
Bond's business empire. 


Mr Kuok's statement said: “I would like to take this 
opportunity to set the record straight. 


“I have been advised that | and my family interests are 
quelified under the Television Ordinance to purchase 
and own shares in Television Broadcasts Limited—and 
that this would not be treated as foreign ownership. 


“I am the holder of a Malaysian passport, but the 
Television Ordinance does not treat this as a relevant 
consideration in determining whether ownership of 
shares (in local television) is local or foreign.” 


Mr Kuok was born in Johore state, Malaysia, and 
and rice dealing. 


His group's portfolio now includes shipping, property, 
insurance, banking, trade financing, hotels and sugar 


But although many of his subsidiaries are technically 
there is a question mark as to where 
their ultimate ownership lies. 


If a holding company outside Hongkong controls more 
than 15 per cent of Keck Seng Investment (HK), the new 
Television Ordinance requirements may not be met. 
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Broadcasting Authority chairman Allen Lee Peng-fei 
said: “I think the buyer and its lawyers will be fully aware 
of the licensing conditions and they will not throw such 
a large amount of moncy blindly at a deal.” 


Earlier this year the Kuok group paid $1.37 billion for 
Mr Bond's Hongkong residential property portfolio. 


The group also owns the Shangri-La Hotel. Mr Kuok is 
an old friend of TVB chairman Sir Run Run Shaw, who 
is on the hotel's board of directors. 


Sir Run Run is expected to remain at the beim of TVB 
when the Kuok group become the biggest single share- 
holder. The acquisition awaits formal approval by Bond 
Corporation shareholders on December 14. 


China Seen Buying Into HCV Via CITIC 
55400024 Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD in 
English 25 Nov 88 p 1 Business 


[Article by Winnie Fu: “China Tipped To Have Hutchi- 
son Cable TV Share™] 


[Text] China is to buy into Hutchison Cable Vision 
through the state-owned China International Trust and 
Investment Corporation (CITIC). 


Although officials from both companies refused to com- 
ment on the impending partnership, informed sources 
said an announcement was expected next month. 


CITIC’s proposed state in HCV is still unknown, but 
sources said it was unlikely to exceed 10 percent. 


It will be the second link to the Hutchison Group for 
Whampoa Corporation and Britain's Cable and Wireless 
in Asia's first domestic satellite scheduled for launch in 
1990. 


By involved in HCV, CITIC’s portfolio in the 
ay Sell aleenteacionhats indus Coal te dail 
cantly boosted if HCV were granted the franchise to 

operate Hongkong's second telecommunications net- 
wah ond Welle talavidion. 


And this will also allow CITIC access to the latest 
telecommun‘cations technology, paving the way for 
future transfer of technological knowhow to China. 


It is understood HCV has successfully invited interna- 
tional telecommunications leaders to join the venture, 
including American giant AT&T; prominent American 
cable TY company Viacom; and also Japan's powerful 
Kokusai Denshin Denwa (KDD) group. 


Like other minority shareholders of HCV such as 
Golden Harvest, Sir Run Run Shaw and the 

Bank, these international firms are “xpected to each hold 
a small percentage of HCV's stake. 


EAST ASIA 


It is expected that after the restructuring to accommo- 
date the new partners, HCV will still remain in the hands 
of its biggest sharehoider—British Telecom. 


A CITIC yesterday neither confirmed nor 
denied it had joined the HCV consortium. “I have 
nothing to say,” he said. 


But managing director Mr Larry Yung had said earlier 
that CITIC planned to invest heavily in telecommunica- 
tions. 


Sources close to HCV indicated the new structure for the 
group had been finalised. 


refused to comment. Earlier he had said a public 
announcement would be made soon. 


HCV, backed by business tycoon Li Ka-shing, has been 
widely tipped to win the nght to run Hongkong's second 
network and cable television. 


Telecom sunications experts said while CITIC’s move 
might be symbolic in terms of the small number of shares 
it holds, the acquisition had significant long-term impli- 
cations on the Sino-Hongkong relationship. 


HCV Cool to Public-Access Channel in Cable Net 
55400027 Hong Kong SUNDAY STANDARD in 
English 13 Nov 88 p 2 


[Article by Winnie Fu: “Cable TV Bidder Tunes Ox: 
Public”) 


(Text) Hutchison Cable Vision (HCV), tipped as the 
leading contender for the territory's cable network, has 
poured cold water on the prospect of a public-access 
cable channel. 


The idea was first floated last week at a Government- 


The seminar was designed to encourage public involve- 
ment in community programmes. 


HCV managing director Mr Craig Ehriich said public 
access programmes had been available as a service in the 
| aaa amet eee 


“It's conceptually very good, but many of the pro- 
grammes were poorly executed,” he said. 


Mr Ehriich would not speculate on the attitudes of 
Hongkong people towards such a channel, but he made it 
clear that such a plan was outside Hutchison's proposal 
in its bid for the cable television licence. 





“If the Government thinks it is a good thing, we will be 
18 not in 


attended the seminar discussed the possibility of a pul 
access channel. 


Some participants said # would provide an excelent 
traiming ground for stusents of broadcasting. 


was not necessary, since Hutchison Cable Vision would 
be organising its own traiming programmes and would 
employ many trainees from colleges. 


“We will be badly in need of qualified people for our 
entertainment and information programmes,” he said. 


Mr Ehrlich said HCV's most difficult objective was to fill 
the thousands of hours of broadcast time. He said this 
would de an on-going process. 


When asked to comment on the idea of public access, 
eee Aen eget —— 
vices and Information, Mr Selby. said he was 
personally supportive of the sdea, but said there were two 
big problems. 


“The first is co-ordination and the second is funding,” he 
said. 


Mr Selby said he personally did not think the Govern- 
ment would want to run a centre to operate the channel, 
but he said the Government should do its best to 


a 
ing the 


Meanwhile, HCV is finalising the 200-page proposal to 
be forwarded to the Government in 60 days. 

Mr Ehriich, who just returned from a working trip to 
Canada, 1s an ambitious cable administrator expenenced 
with running cable systems in the United States. 





EAST ASIA 
It is seeking a convenient 250,000 square-foot site. 


Dissolution of Consortium Gives Edge to HTV for 
55400037 Hong Kong I}ONGKONG STANDARD in 
English 24 Nov 88 p [0 Business 


[Article by Fergus O’Rorke] 


mates of capital investment in the network vary 
between $2,700 million and $3,500 million, with some 
60 per cent of tis being spent in the first three years of 
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—The China connection: Friends across the border are a 

big help. Better still if you can get them to participate. 
Given all the above, it is an interesting exercise to 
compare a few names against the list. Among the Hon- 
gkong business establishment, there are not many possi- 
bilities left. 


—Rupert Murdoch/SCMP: Cable TV and telecom is just 
Mr Murdoch's cup of tea for the 1990s. The Post's 
cash flow is very strong but unfortunately it could no 


—Amenican Telephone & Telegraph: A definite possibil- 
ity if it can find some local friends. Judge Harold H. 


companies in the world. It has been sniffing around in 
Hongkong for three years. 
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—Beill South: Another of Judge Greene's regional brood 
and with its heart equally set on overseas expansion. 


itx of any company in Japan. In the of increased 
‘gmpetition in its former home monopoly NTAT is 


—Kokusai Denshin Denwa: Japan's overseas telecom 
company is about to loose its monopoly with the entry 
of two consortia, one of which is led by Cable & 
Wireless. Would it, like British Telecom has done in 
the Hutch consortium, be tempted to stick its fingers 
into its new rival's own home pice? 


—Reut-r: Wouldn't be a leader but might be a partici- 
pant if it felt the second network would ive it an 


Where the overseas contingent have their achilles heel, of 
course, is in the area of TV programming. They desper- 
ately need the help of the territory's film industry if they 
are to stand a chance of pulling the project off. Contacts 
in the world of show business say there is plenty of 
potential. Most are small so an alliance would have to be 
forged but anything is possible if the price is right. 


Shaw Brothers, Golden Harvest is ‘till very active in 
movie production. 


—Edko Group: Another ex-CTHK partner. Although 
not a film producer, the company is strong in distri- 
bution and has shown considerable flair. Edko is the 
name behind Columbia Classics, The Broadway and it 
has just opened a joint venture cinema in Schenzhen. 


operates all the Shaw Brothers cinemas. DAB also 
dabbies in production. 


—Cinema City: Is very active in movie production and 
has made a whole string of hits in recent years. 
Adapting the Cinema City formula to cable TV could 
be a winner. 


—Dickson Poon: Although he has ceased to be directly 
involved in movie production. 


and Wireless, up 20 per cent to a pre-tax level of £198 


in total turnover to £509 million in the six months to 
September 30. This was reflected in a four-point 
improvement in profit margins to 37 per cent. 
The results were largely in line with expectations and 
Cable and Wireless shares, which are thinly traded in 
Hongkong, fell 6p to close at 365p yesterday. 
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“China's expanding trade links with Hongkong mean 
By any international standards, Hongkong Telecom's 


growth rate in recent years has been spectacular. 
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And Bank of Communications, a Chinese state-owned 
bank, recently launched a $200 million bond issue with 
detachable warrants exercisable to a total of 20 million 
shares, or about 0.2 per cent, in HK Telecom. 


HK Telecom, of course, will next month offer between 
713 and 788 million shares, representing 6.4 to 7.1 per 
cent of its equity, through a combination of private 
placement and public offer. 


Ignoring the latest placement to the mainland entity, this 
would pare C&W’s stake in HK Telecom to 76 per cent 
and Government's to 7 per cent. 


The offer price and the exact size of each offer should be 
announced this week—or next at the very latest—at 
which time HK Telecom will doubtless identify the latest 
mainland source of interest. 


HK Telecom shares, incidentally, finished 5 cenis off at 
$5.10 on Friday and it is understood that the offer is 
meeting solid institutional demand—particularly in the 
UK and U.S.—at the lower levels prevailing since the 
placement was first mooted. 


Land Fund Invests Stake in Telecom 
55400041 Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING 
POST in English 2 Dec 88 p 2 Business 


{Article by Martin Winn] 


[Text] A China trust fund is taking up more than 10 per 
cent of the shares reserved for Hongkong institutions in 
the record $4 billion placing by Hongkong Telecommu- 
nications. 


The Hongkong SAR Government Land Fund is paying 
about $250 million for 56 million shares of the 550 
million available to Hongkong and British institutions in 
the territory. 


Analysts said the purchase represented a show of confi- 

dence in Hongkong Telecom and partly explained the 

strength of demand for the share issue, which involves 

ee ee oe oo 
55. 


The total offer has been expanded from an earlier 
expected maximum of 787.5 million shares, largely 
because of the warm reception for the sale in Hongkong. 


EAST ASIA 


The Land Fund, set up in 1986 to help finance the 
provincial Government that will assume control of Hon- 
gkong after 1997, takes 50 per cent of the net proceeds of 

Government land sales and is believed to 
have accumulated almost $10 billion. 


Most of its money is on deposit or in fixed income 
securities, and Hongkong Telecom is believed to be its 
first major venture into the local equity market. 


Officials of the fund were unavailable for comment 
yesterday. 


“Everyone is pleased to see China involved in the offer,” 
said Hongkong Telecom deputy chief executive Terry 
Miller. “It is another sign of confidence from across the 
border. They obviously see it as a good investment.” 


The Land Fund's investment follows the purchase in 
June by Guangdong Posts and Telecommunications of 
i0 million Hongkong Telecom shares—about 0.1 per 
cent of the company’s equity at the time. 


Bank of Communications, a Chinese state bank, recently 
launched a $200 million bond issue with warrants exer- 
cisable for up to 20 million Hongkong Telecom shares 
and has said it would like to raise its stake in the 
company. 


inte Gen 


for more than 130 million shares. 


The Hongkong offer can also be expanded by up to 
per cent through a clawback of shares placed with U.S. 
and international investors. 


fe 


Amcrican institutions will take 202.5 million shares in 
the form of American Receipts and 100 
million shares will be placed internationally. 


If necessary, the vendors—the Hongkong Government 
and Britain's Cable and Wireless—can give an addi- 
tional 30.38 million shares to U.S. underwriters to cover 
over-allotments. 


Another 15 million can be made available to interna- 
tional underwriters for the same purpose. 


If all the options are exercised, the total number of shares 
offered could rise to a maximum of 922.88 million and 


bring the proceeds from the placement to $4.2 billion. 
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Application lists for the shares close on December 7 and 
the bazis of allotment will be announced on December 9. 
Share certificates and refund payments will be posted on 
about December 14. 


Hongkong Telecom shares are expected to resume trad- 
ing today. 


TVB Asked To Share Relay Posts Wit): ATV 
55400045 Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD in 
English 28 Nov 88 p 3 


[Article by Victor Agustin] 


[Text] The General Post office authority is expected to 
ask Television Broadcasts Ltd to share its relay stations 
with Asia Television Lid when it meets the TV officials 
tomorrow. 


According to licensing conditions announced on Tues- 
day, a single company can be appointed to maintain 


“The appointed licensee shall maintain common facili- 
ties in such a manner to cnsure that no licensee shall 
have any operational advantages over the other lic- 
ensee,” the Television Ordinance said. 


The announcement did not explain why the common 
facilities provision was included in the new licensing 
conditions. 


It was understood it was so designed to prevent one 
station pre-emptying another for the best transmission 
site. 


The GPO has not officially decided which station has 
been appointed. 


A TVB official, who asked not to be identified, said TVB 
had the best transmitting locations in the territory. 


TVB had been the sole wireless station from 1967 until 

the then Rediffusion Television switched from wired to 

wireless service in 1973. 

Along the years, the two stations built their relay stations 

side by side. 

ATV and TVB have at least 12 relay stations cach in as 

many sites. 

The TVB official said that even before the new condi- 

tions, both stations had been sharing facilities. 

These include the antenna, tower, building, standby 
“and other site amenities” in relay stations in 

Sha Tau Kok, Sha Tin and Lantau Island. 


According to the Television Ordinance, the relay sta- 
tions are in Temple Hill, Castle Peak, Kowloon Peak, 


as well as standby generator which can restart transmis- 
sion within a minute after a power cut-off. 


The generator can maintain normal transmission for at 
least 48 hours after power interruption. 


It is understood the GPO, as part of the telecommuni- 
cations plan, has asked each station to build one trans- 
mitter a year until 1992. 


Lead World in Mobile 
one Beng Sieg Digital 


55400033a Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD in 
English 17 Nov 88 p 3 


[Article: “Hongkong on Line to be Top of the World” ] 


[Text] Hongkong is likely to be a world leader in the use 
of the most advanced digital system for mobile phones. 
scheduled to be in operation in 1992. 


Only starting to come on to the world market, Hongkong 
aims to import the digital system technology as soon as it 
is available. 


Once in operation, residents would enjoy more efficient 
and higher quality transmission with hand-held phones. 


The new system is also expected to increase two to three 
times the market potential of 120,000 mobile phone 
users allowed with the available frequency range. 


There are four systems in use in Hongkong, all cellular 
systems with a capacity of about 30,000 customers each. 


From the present growth rate, the number of users is 
expected to reach saturation point defore 1992. 


It is understood ali three mobile phone companies— 
Hutchison Telephone, Communications Services Lim- 
ited (CSL) and China Telephone (ChinaTel)—are inter- 
ested in getting a licence to operate the new network. 
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The Government is running a feasibility study for the 
introduction of a system by 1992. 


A dec«sion has not been made on the number of opera- 
tors that would be allowed, but a firm plan is expected 
within a year. 


An estimated 45,000 people have access to and-held 
phones, priced at about $23,000 each. 


The Post Office will be responsible for mapping out the 
technical standards and number of operators allowed 
with reference to market conditions in foreign countries. 


Hutchison Telephone, which has about 60 percent of the 
existing market, is studying the technical implications of 
the digital system. 


The company was recently granted a fourth mobile 


Both CSL and ChinaTel use the TACS system. 


High Costs Bar Radio Links in Tunnel System 
55400042b Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD in 
English 29 Nov 88 p 5 


[Text] It is unlikely mobile phones will be extended to 
the Mass Transit Railway system. 


Despite a rapid increase in the number of mobile phone 
users, a feasibility study has shown it would not be cost 
effective to extend antennae into the MTR tunnels. 


Conducted by Hutchison Telephone, the study looked at 
ey 


Hutchison Telephone general manager Mr Jirni Lee said 
that besides technological problems, it was not cost 
effective. 

“The technology is there, but it's economically not 
viable,” he said. 


Mr Lee said the |MTR was too extensive, which made it 
hard to install equipment that would reflect radio waves 
into the tunnels. 


“The cost (for basic infrastructures) will be too great to 
be cost effective,” he said. 


Another hindrance is that only the Island line carries 
appliances that could carry additional channels for radio 
signals. 


Se IED SENDS SEE Saas 
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English 29 Now 88 p 5 
{Article by Winnie Fu] 
[Text] Hongkong'’s telecommunication giants are com- 


aoe in a mobile phone race likely to still be going in 
1997. 


Estimates say that in 10 years, there will be as many 
radio phones as regular telephones. 

Hutchison Telecommunications group planning director 
Mr Robin Maule said there would be no question of 


system that could be installed in 1992. 


Mr Maule said the concept of communications would be 
changed when mobile phones became more popular. 
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Provided it is smart enough, a portable system will be 
able to track a person and find their location, he said. 


“It will change our perceptions and notions of lots of 
things,” Mr Maule said. 


In the future, people could stay home to do most of (*eir 
work. 


The global revenue from telecommunications amounted 
te US$250 billion (about HK$1,950 billion) a year with 
the top 20 companies sharing 80 percent of the total. 


Asia, with half the world’s population, had about 10 
percent of the global revenue. 


“The United States took about 50 years to get this way, 
and I believe Asia won't need that long,” Mr Maule said. 


Meanwhile, competition between Hutchison Telephone 
and CSL is hotting up as a new licence has been granted 
to Hutchison to operate a TACS system, which is usable 
in China. 


Hutchison Telephone and CSL are approaching their 
capacity of about 30,000 users each. 


But the 30,000 limit of the new system will fill quickly at 
the present growth rate of 25,000 subscribers a year. 


“We could very well run out within a year,” Mr Maule 
said. 


Both companies are aiming at the new digital system 
which would largely increase their mobile phone market. 


About three months ago, the Cable and Wireless (HK) 
introduced a new pocketphone, the most compact form 
of portable phone available so far in Hongkong. 


Cable and Wireless (HK) is a subsidiary of Hongkong 
Telecommunications which also serves as an agency for 
CSL. 


Lam Called Likely To Take ATV 
55400029 Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING 
POST in English 15 Nov 88 pp 1, 3 


[Article by Lulu Yu: “Lam Likely To Take ATV Post™] 


[Text] Mr Peter Lam Kin-ngok, a new owner of the 
restructured Asia Television, is expected to become 
ATV's next chairman when Mr Deacon Chiu steps down 
im May. 

Mr Chiu, who faces conspiracy charges by the ICAC, has 
resigned as chairman and director of Asia Television. 


His resignation will take effect on May |, nearly three 
months after he is due to stand trial for conspiring to 
falsify records to the Far East Bank. 


EAST ASIA 


ATV's board of directors announced Mr Chiu's 
tion yesterday but gave no explanation for the timing of 
it. 


Mrs Selina Chow Liang Shuk-yee, ATV's chief executive, 
said the decision was entirely up to Mr Chiu and that the 
station's operations would not be affected. 


“Although the ICAC charges did not relate to ATV, Mr 
Chiu considered it more appropriate for him to resign. It 
doesn’t make a difference one way or the othcr because 
Mr Chiu has been a non-executive director since a new 
management team took over two months ago,” Mrs 
Chow said. 


ATV was hived off from ATV Holdings, of which Mr 
Chiu was chairman, when the Lam family of the Lai Sun 
group and New World each acquired one 
third of the station's shareholding in July. 


Mr Chiu remained ATV chairman under the new own- 
ership structure but it was understood that the chairman- 
ship would go to Mr Lam and Mr Cheng Yutung of New 
World by rotation. 


With Mr Chiu’s resignation in May, it is expected that 
Lam the 


station formerly known as Rediffusion Television (RTV) 
and changed its name to Asia Television. 


Mr Chiu's son, Dennis, was made managing director of 
the station until he was convicted of killing a policeman 
in a road accident in 1983. 
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Mr Chiu senior has since taken a persona! interest in all 
ATV matters and ran a tight operation which empha- 
sised low costs. 


In 1984, the Chiu family bought out their Australian 
partners in ATV and took full control of the company, 
which for years had failed to earn profits or catch up in 
the ratings race against Television Broadcasts (T VB). 

When the Government announced new rules for the 
renewal of ATV's broadcasting licence earlier this year, 
the station moved to overhaul its corporate structure. 

renewal of ATV's licence in December. 

CNN T. Cable Revolution 


55400031 Kong CHINA MORNING 
POST in English 16 Nov 88 p 4 


[Text] The American election special at the Furama 


“It's been a long time coming and our original applica- 


EAST ASIA 


CNN is best known in the territory for its Sunday after- 
noon World Report compilation. It is already adreired as 


library, ranging from old Hollywood classics to Tom and 
Jerry. It was one of the pioneers of the controversial 
hni of “colourisation”—4 Meo 


! 
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Digital on Global Network 
554000336 Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD in 
English 17 Nov 88 p 8 Business 


communication strategy, the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banking Corporation (HSBC) is implementing a fully 
digital network to support its operations on « global 
basis. 











tions but five years later the bank's network had become 
one of the biggest in the world, in terms of the number of 
tA alert 


“With the globalisation of the Hongkong Bank we need 
to connect our major regional computer centres together 
with the main head office systems to do things like high 
volume file transfer,” said Mr Cureton. “We are engaged 
in a number of global projects particularly to do with 
ATMs and various internal applications that require 
high speed data communication. In addition there are a 
number of Treasury systems that are being expanded on 
a global scale. These cover areas such as equities, bonds 
and commodities in which voice communication is 
heavily involved. 
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Plans for GCC Mobile T 
elephone System 


55004503 Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 
6 Nov 88 p 4 


[Article by Lima A! Khalafawi] 


Ne Ate ue My toe ph pred gemapthe Be. 

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states was opened 
yesterday at the Meridien Hotel by the Kuwaiti Minister 
of Communications ‘Abdallah al-Sharhan. 


The seminar will focus on long-term plans for GCC 
mobile telephone systems. 


The seminar is being attended by delegations from GCC 
states and the Mobile Telephone Systems Co (MTSC) and 
representatives from the Ministry of Communications. 


Al-Sharhan said that the role of mobile cellular phones 
should be enhanced, due to their significance in the 
social life of Gulf nationals. 


He said that GCC states are working to upgrade cellular 
phone systems to the highest standards. He said he hopes 
that the two-day mecting will lead to a joint GCC system. 


seaiedhi 1 ¢ castle poems es tony oo ovaltg ony 


To benefit from the expertise of pioneer countries in this 
field, Al Sabbagh noted, the MTSC sponsored this sem- 
inar to offer the highest amount of information on the 
mobile telephone service and to exchange expertise with 
the other GCC states. 


Radio Base Stage Manager of MTSC in Kuwait, Khalid 
al-Hayari, spoke about MTSC's future plans, including 


Basically, the network would permit credit card verifica- 


phone for periods of time that are not consistent with 
business usage time. 


Busy 
the cellular service does advertise the ability to 


,000 or more customers, the average length and 
frequency of calls during busy hours must be taken into 


from the equipment provider, he said. 


Peters added that the solution to the problem of increas- 
ing capacity lies in advanced digital transmission tech- 
nology. 





benefits, he said. Generally, digital equipment consumes 
less power and service costs are lower, he said. 


Access 
The telecommunications network of the future will pro- 


Satellite Telecommunications Network To Be 
Established 


55004701 Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in 
English 12 Nov 88 p 2 


[Text] A satellite telecommunications network is to be 


territory of Iran. The capacity of the country's telecom- 
munications network will double to more than four 
million telephones in the next four years, Gharazi said. 
Up to 1981, Gharazi said, 70,000 telephone numbers 


exceeded 200,000. He expressed hope that the figure will 
also exceed 300,000 by the end of the current Iranian 
year (20 March 1989). 

SAUDI ARABIA 
New Factory for Telecommunications Equipment 
Described 
55004504 Jeddah ARAB NEWS in English 12 Nov 88 p 3 
[Article by Francis McKenna] 
[Text] Jeddah, Nov |1—Saudi Cable Co. (SCC) is now 
busy preparing for the 2\st century. Work is well under- 


way on SCC’s new multimillion riyal telecommunica- 
tions factory at Jeddah Industrial City. A three phase 


enjoy a record for rehhability while meeting the mounting 
need to transmit much more information at a time. Four 
over their the traditional metallic cables. 
Optical fiber cables offer. |) wide bandwidth capability, 
2) minimum transmission loss; 3) light weight; 4) low 
comparative cost. 
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EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 


Joint Data Network Company 


55004028 Luxembourg IES NEWS in English 
Oct 88 pi 


[Article: “Joint European Telecommunication Service™] 


[Text] Twenty-two European telecommunication admin- 
istrations and operators of public networks and services 
from CEPT [European Conference of Postal and Tele- 
communications Administrations} countries reached an 
agreement in Berlin on the 8th of September in which 
they declare their intent to establish as soon as practica- 
bie a joint limited liability company with the objective of 
providing customers and users with comprehensive tele- 
a 


The company shall provide managed data network ser- 
vices (MDNS), including access and interfacing facili- 


MDNS will be marketed by administrations or public 

to their customers, with support given by local 
offices of the MDNS company. In some countries, mar- 
keting will be performed by the MDNS company itself, 


The MDNS company will be incorporated in the Neth- 
erlands. The site of the headquarters of the company will 
be determined at a later stage. 


A final decision about the establishment of the company 
is expected to be taken in carly 1989 when all outstand- 


The MDNS initiative reflects the commitment of Euro- 
pean telecommunications administrations and opera ors 
to provide efficient and cost-effective universal telecom- 
munications and to utilise the existing and future tele- 
communications infrastructure in the most efficient way 
aca sages am cameras taal 
ety at . 


Signatories included the PTT administrations from all 
the 12 European Community countries, as well as Aus- 
Cyprus, and commercial operators such as Italcable and 
Mercury. 


offer the data communications services of their teleports. 


More than 70 teleports are right now being designed or 
constructed throughout the world. Experts believe that 
will reduce the future 


use 
teleport. The university, Nokia's research center, and 
State Technical Research Center are being built nearby. 
Other users are the big companies that operate in several 
localities, in Finland and abroad. 








how to use its services yet. Some firms also fear that 
information may get into the wrong hands. 


Communications with foreign countries take p!ace ini- 
tially via Helsinki's Pasila satellite station. 


55002423 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 25 Nov 88 p 15 


i personne! will start 
immediately. By the end of next year, the number of 


Nokia-Mobira has been searching for a plant location in 
both Finland and abroad in order to increase produc- 
tion. In Finland it was found that Tampere offered the 
most attractive conditions, with regard to both labor 
force and space. Nokia already has a research unit in the 
Tampere are Hermia. 


France. The planned unit in Tampere will mainly oper- 
ate as a deliverer of components to the plant in Salo. 


Nolia-Mobira is among the world's leading makers of 
mobile telephones. Its share is 13.9 percent. 
man ‘with Nokia stated that the increasing use 
telephones in business has recently caused a growth in 
demand for new production capacity. 
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[IRELAND 


Telecom Teo Invest in Transatlantic Cable Link 
yey _ in IRISH INDEPENDENT in English 
pi 


[Article by Gene McKenna: “Telecom To Spend 
20m. on US Link”) 


ee ee ee 


Mr. Burke was speaking at the inauguration of the 
optical fibre cabse between Portmarnock and Holyhead, 


which he called “a significant milestone in Ireland's 
technological revolution in telecommunications.” 


Telecom Eireann said the new cross-Channe! submarine 
link would greatly enhance the quality and security of 
telecommunicaticns traffic in and out of Ireland. 


Using laser pulses of light, the cable carries 
voice, text, , data telex, TV and video signals, 
all of a much higher level of quality than possible using 
earlier technology. 


The transatlantic cable Telecom will be investing in next 
year was originally supposed to run direct from the US 
To Britain, but Telecom would now have a spur in the 
cable to a landing point on the Cork coast, said Mr. 


The cross-Channel cable the first to be provided for 
about 40 years. The last was in the late 1940's and it had 
only a fraction of the capacity of the new one. 


The cost of the cable is being shared equally with Britain 
but half of Telecom's share of the cost of the will be met 
by the EC's STAR programme, said Mr. Burke. 
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